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the table the full powei of Albert and Isabella and
putting his finger on the seals.18

"By the same light," replied President Eichardot,
** that the King of France calls himself King of Navarre,
that the King of Great Biitain calls himself King of
France, that the King of Spain calls himself King
or Jerusalem."

Nothing could be more logical, nothing more his-
torically accurate. But those plain-spoken republicans
saw no advantage in beginning a negotiation for peace
on the basis of their independence by permitting the
archdnke to call himself their sovereign, and to seal
solemn state papers with their signet. It might seem
picturesque to genealogical minds, it might be soothing
to royal vanity, that paste counteifeits should be sub-
stituted for vanished jewels. It would be cruelty to
destroy the mock glitter without cause. But there was
cause. On this occasion the sham was dangerous.
James Stuart might call himself King of France. He
was not more likely to take practical possession of that
kingdom than of the mountains in the moon. Henry of
Bourbon was not at present contemplating an invasion
of the hereditary possessions of the house of Albret. It
was a matter of indifference to the Netherlands whether
Philip III. were crowned in Jerusalem that very day,
or the week afterwards, or never. It was very im-
portant, however, that the United Provinces should
have it thoroughly recognised that they were a free
and independent republic, nor could that recognition
be complete so long as any human being in the whole
world called himself their master, and signed with their
seals of state. " 'Tis absurd," said the Hollanders, " to
use the names and arms of our provinces. We have as
yet no precedent to prove that you consider the United
Provinces as lost, and name and arms to be but wind."
Barneveld reminded them that they had all expressed
the most straightforward intentions, and that the father
commissary especially had pledged his very soul for the
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